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future opportunity, we will divide it, and speak concerning
each of its parts, how they are means; in like manner also
we shall treat concerning the rational virtues,

CHAP. VIII.
How the extremes are opposed to the mean and to each other*

1. Now there being three dispositions, two of which are
vices, one in excess, the other in defect, and there being one
virtue, the mean, each in some manner are opposed to each j
for the extremes are contrary both to the mean and to each
other, and the mean is contrary to the extremes. For as the
equal with reference to the less is greater, but with reference
to the greater, less $ so the middle habits compared with the
defects are excessive, but compared with the excesses are
deficient, as well in passions as in actions; for the brave
conipared with the timid appears rash, but compared with
the rash he appears timid. In like manner also the tempe*
rate compared with the insensate is intemperate, but com-
pared with the intemperate is Insensate j the liberal man
compared with the illiberal is prodigal, but with the prodi~
gal, he is illiberal $ wherefore also the extremes drive the
mean each to the other, and the timid calls the brave auda-
cious, but the audacious man calls him timid, and analo-
gously in the other cases.

#. Now these being- thus opposed to each other, the ex-
tremes have a greater oHitrariety to each other than to the
mean ; for they are more widely separated from each other
than from the mean $ as the great is more remote*from the
small, and the small from the great, than both from the
equal. Again, there appears a certain similarity in some
extremes to the mean, as in rashness to fortitude, and in
prodigality to liberality $ but between the extremes and each
other there is the greatest dissimilarity -, but things very